Jonathan Mui

Rhapsody No. 2

for solo violin



Composer's Remarks

This piece consists of three distinct characters: one serious and impassioned, another
light and playful, and the other calm and meditative. Generally one responds politely
to the ideas of the others, but at other times, the characters try to interrupt each other's
lines. Thus the piece is built upon this lively exchange of highly differentiated material.

The tempo should fluctuate naturally throughout (hence sempre con rubato), but without
distorting the rhythms too much. Always take enough time to delineate the phrases
clearly. A broader, more clearly articulated performance is much preferred to a hurried
one.

Triple and quadruple stops in particular should always be played with a full and round
sound, never with a harsh tone. Take more time if necessary!

At the end, I subtly pay homage to one of my favourite composers. Violinists should
surely recognise the piece of music I have referenced.

DURATION: ca. 6 minutes
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